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The PJ4D 10/10/10 DXpedition, Part II:
12 Days, 34,000 QSOs and Oh, the Pile-Ups
By Kelly Jones, NØVD

Last month in Part I of The PJ4D 10/10/10 DXpedition, I told
the story of how an international group of operators, myself
included, planned a DXpedition and traveled to Bonaire in
October 2010 – and how we prepared to activate the new DXCC
entity as PJ4D.
As you can imagine, there were many challenges including
getting gear to the island, securing a special callsign, and station coordination – not only on Bonaire, but with the other
islands of the to-be former Netherlands Antilles, as well. This
was the first time in history that four new DXCC entities would
come on the air at the same time.
As you’ll see, though, getting there was only half of the
fun . . .

A

couple of months prior to our departure, I received an
email from Bob Allphin, K4UEE. Bob was leading a
team to activate Saba, PJ6. Saba is one of the other
islands that was to become a “new one” on October 10 in addition to Bonaire (PJ4), Curacao (PJ2) and St. Maarten (PJ7).

Bob has been on many high profile DXpeditions in the past
and he knows what goes into the planning of this type of event.
One of his concerns was interference on the bands due to four
new DXCC entities hitting the air at once. Since there is a finite
amount of band space, coordinating between the islands to minimize not only intra-island interference, but interference to the
average ham was something that needed discussion, as well.

Running Interference on Interference
If you think about it, most pile-ups on CW are around 5-10
kHz wide. SSB pile-ups tend to be 10-20 kHz wide. Then add
the mix the DX station’s transmit frequency for another few
kilohertz. Now multiply that times four and you can quickly see
how much of the band these four simultaneous DXpeditions
would chew up.
It was apparent as well that the four islands needed to coordinate between themselves so as not to “step on” each other.
Imagine what would happen if there were two (or three or even

Sunsets from the tropical island of Bonaire are breathtaking. The PJ4D team saw lots of these on its DXpedition. In the
distance is the small nature preserve island Klein Boniare, which means “Little Bonaire.”
(Photos by NØVD unless otherwise noted)
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John Barcroft, K6AM, smiles ear-to-ear after applying
some of his technical know how to fix one of the amps that
was damaged in shipping. The amp didn’t give PJ4D anymore trouble after “Dr. John’s” operation.
four) islands listening in the same frequency range – total mayhem would ensue!
While there was some opposition to a “master band plan” by
some on Bonaire, for the most part things worked out well. And
in the end each island had its own little slice of the band where
it was to operate. This certainly helped minimize confusion on
the bands and ultimately helped maximize QSOs.

Circling the Wagons, Solidifying the Plan
With the bandplan hashed out and having the majority of our
gear now on the island, our planning seemed to have paid off.
The next step was to get ourselves off to paradise. Marco van
Dijk, PE2MC; Bert van Oort, PE2KY; and Michiel
Minderhoud, PG4M had arrived on Friday, October 8. I met
Ken Eigsti, WØLSD, at the Houston airport and we took the
final leg, a red eye, to Bonaire arriving bright and early around
5:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 9. Our other team members
would come later. John Barcroft, K6AM, was flying via Curacao
and would not arrive until around 5 p.m. Saturday afternoon and
Scott Robbins, W4PA, was to arrive later in the week.
After getting to Bonaire and through immigration and customs, Ken and I met Peter De Graaf, PJ4NX, who had actually
“relieved” my contact at the airport who was responsible for
taking us to our rental QTH.
Since Peter was our new taxi driver, we packed up our luggage and the pieces of gear we hand-carried into his Jeep. It
was great to see Peter again as it had been a year since my last
visit to Bonaire. We headed to the rental QTH, unloaded our
belongings, exchanged pleasantries and discussed a plan of
attack. Being Saturday morning, we had less than 18 hours to
go from zero to on the air at midnight – and there was a lot to
do in a short amount of time.
The first thing on our list was to pick up the gear previously
stored on the island. We needed to stop by the importer as well
to pick up the gear that had been shipped by sea container.
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Newly installed 40- and 80-meter dipoles are draped from
the 48-foot military mast. The support was originally to have
been used to support two Yagis, but after trying in vain to
find a way to guy the antennas, we ultimately scrapped the
idea. After a week of using just a single station, this gave us
two additional antennas and the ability to get our second
operating position on the air.
Ken and I began the various trips around the island and assembling gear and running miscellaneous errands. We stopped at the
QTH of the Dutch PJ4D operators to see how they were doing in
terms of getting on the air. As it turns out, they had been setting
up for several hours and were in the process of assembling their
Optibeam. After catching up with the other operators, comparing notes and knowing we had limited time to get our own station up and running, we headed back to our QTH.
The original plan for our QTH was to have two complete
medium power stations on the air at all times. K6AM and I had
prepared an operating schedule outlining who was to be on what
radio and when.

Let’s Play ‘Beat the Clock’
The goal was to get both beam antennas in the air and assemble the multiband vertical last. Because time was not on our
side, though, we made the decision to assemble the vertical first.
This would at least get one radio on the air at the starting bell.
And since the vertical covered the low bands, this was a guarantee something would be on the air at midnight local time.
Since I use the vertical whenever I am on the island, quick
work was made putting it together. It is fully marked and can
A publication of CQ Communications, Inc.

be slapped together in just a couple of
hours. With that task out of the way and
with the sun now showing no mercy for
anybody outside, we moved inside to
begin setting up the operating positions.
Over the last few years I have found a
rental house in a quiet subdivision just
south of the airport that I typically rent.
Having been here before, I had an idea of
where to put the two stations. During our
equipment runs, we picked up a couple
of operating tables from PJ4NX.
The furniture in the main living area
was rearranged with some of it being
taken out and stored in the garage. The
locations for the stations were decided
and we began setting up the first of the
two operating positions.
Just as Ken and I were finishing up the
first operating position, I realized it was
about time to pick up K6AM at the airport. He was the last of the initial team
members to arrive since he had to juggle
flights and come in via Curacao.
The interesting thing about Bonaire is
that it used to be very easy to get to via
San Juan, Puerto Rico. However, over
the years, flights on U.S.-based airlines
have dwindled and the only direct flights
are Saturday-to-Saturday. If you want to
come any other day you must connect in
Aruba or Curacao. Even though it was
Saturday, because John was coming from
so far west, he had to begin his travel a
day earlier. Thus, he was forced to connect in Curacao and take a small puddle
jumper over to Bonaire later in the afternoon. So off to the airport I go.

T-Minus Seven Hours . . .
As fate would have it, John was standing outside of the airport waiting on me.
We quickly loaded up his luggage and big
load of gear and headed back to the house.
I briefed him on our “operational
changes” regarding the vertical being
installed first and that we only had one
station ready. By this time we had roughly seven hours to finish with the rest of
the setup. The only catch was that part
of the seven hours was to be spent with
an “all teams meeting.” PJ4NX had
scheduled a meet-and-greet dinner at one
of the local eating establishments in order
for all operators on the island to get
acquainted with each other. Hence, we
knew time was of the essence.
Once back at the house, we worked
feverishly to get everything setup. One
of the things I truly like about John is that
he is one of the most easygoing guys
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Scott Robbins, W4PA, operates station No. 1 at PJ4D on Bonaire.
you’ll ever meet. On top of that, he is one
heck of a technician. I explained to John
that one of the amplifiers had been damaged during shipping and it needed some
of his tender loving care. Never one to
turn down a “broken amp challenge,”
John quickly began to troubleshoot.
Meanwhile, Ken and I worked to set up
the second operating position.

Countdown continues . . .
It was now just five hours before the
starting gun. We packed ourselves into
the truck and headed to the dinner meeting. The restaurant was a very small local
neighborhood establishment and the
roughly 15 operators on the island nearly
filled the place. And to top it off, the staff
at the restaurant only spoke Spanish.
I’ve always been fascinated by linguistics and at one time spoke fluent Spanish.
However, I’ve forgotten most of it so using
my rusty Spanish was somewhat amusing.
Nonetheless, the evening was very enjoyable. Everyone had a good time.
The thing on everybody’s mind at this
point, however, was kicking off the “big
event” which was to get underway in just
a couple of hours. So we all said our goodbyes and headed back to our respective
QTHs in anticipation of activating a new
DXCC entity.

‘Murphy’ Arrives On the Scene
One thing can be said about the best laid
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plans – always have a Plan B. While it
was our intention to have both stations
operational at 04:00Z on 10/10/10, Mr.
Murphy apparently hitched a ride in one
of the equipment containers. Besides not
having a full arsenal of antennas in the air,
we simply ran out of time to get the second station set up. We did, however, have
our primary station ready to go and figured we could run 80 and 40 meters the
first night – we’d get to the second station
come daylight.

Oh, the Pile-Ups
As you can imagine, the first night’s
pile-ups were simply amazing. QSO after
QSO were being put in the log and many
DXers were happy. It was literally a string
of who’s who in the DX world for the first
few hours. All of our planning and hard
work finally paid off – it seemed somewhat surreal, but we had just put a new
DXCC entity on the air!
Once daybreak came on Sunday morning, Ken and I attempted to get the beams
in place. Since I had rented this QTH in
the past I had some ideas on where to place
the beams. However, after spending an
entire day in the hot sun trying this and
that, we finally gave up on the idea of having Yagis in the air. It was very disheartening, but the bottom line was that
there was no good way to either anchor or
guy any kind of mast to support a Yagi.
So we relegated ourselves to a single
A publication of CQ Communications, Inc.

Peter de Graaf, PJ4NX, and WRO DX World columnist Kelly
Jones, NØVD, have a stare down. Oops, wrong script.
Actually, the two discuss operating plans at the Radio
Netherlands Worldwide service where the callsign PJ4W
was used. In the background are the cooling ducts for one
of the 300KW shortwave stations. (Courtesy of PE2MC)
Our trusty Butternut HF6V vertical had originally been
planned as a “back-up” antenna, but it ended up being our
primary radiator for the first week. It was installed on a
vacant lot adjacent to our operating QTH. Despite the
fact that we were roughly 500 feet from the water, this little vertical played extremely well, covering all bands from
10-80 meters.
operating position using just a multiband vertical. This was our
primary station setup until the end of the first week.

RTTY and More Antennas
Our group of operators had more or less scheduled to be on
the air for two weeks. However, our Dutch counterparts were
only on Bonaire for one week. When they left the island, they
left Ken all of the RTTY gear, as well. While Ken is a great
SSB operator, his primary interest is RTTY – radio teletype.
Between John, Ken and Scott, a plan was devised to get a second station on the air in order to keep the PJ4D RTTY station
on the air.
The masts that had been planned for the Yagis were military
surplus “stack-together” sections. Each section is four feet long
and they simply “click” together for a total of 48 feet. We
brought dipoles with us for 40 and 80 meters as well. However,
they were never taken out of the shipping container.
Ultimately the mast was assembled with the two dipoles
attached at the top and somehow or other the guys managed to
raise the fully extended mast – all 48 feet of it. In the end, the
dipoles acted somewhat like guy wires and two more antennas
were now available for use. This gave us the ability to get our
A publication of CQ Communications, Inc.

Official notification from the Bureau Telecommunicatie en
Post revealed the team would be operating as PJ4D.
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second operating position on the air. And
now with two stations in operation, we
were able to give The Deserving more
opportunities for a QSO with PJ4D.

And How Were the Bands?

Bert van Oort, PE2KY, works the bands from PJ4D on Bonaire.
(Courtesy of PE2MC)

Having been to Bonaire in the past, several of us had an idea of when the various
bands opened and closed. However, since
we are seeing a slight uptick in the
sunspots, propagation truly cooperated.
It was not uncommon for several bands
to be open at the same time. In fact, we
put a significant number of QSOs in the
log on 10 and 12 meters – making for
many happy DXers. There were times
when 10 meters was open to both Europe
and North America at the same time.
One of the toughest paths from PJ4 is
to the Far East. We knew the demand
from JA would be there, so we made a
conscious effort to put as many Japanese
DXers in the log as we could. We found
that 15 meters seemed to produce the best
propagation to that part of the world.

Bert van Oort, PE2KY, with the Optibeam assembled at PJ4D. Final assembly was next. (Courtesy of PE2MC)
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Many of the Bonaire
2010 operators
attended an all-teams
meeting Saturday night
just prior to the kickoff of the Big Event.
The dinner was held at
a local
neighborhood
restaurant named Mi
Banana. The staff
spoke only Spanish and
our group nearly filled
the restaurant.

Once we began hearing W6s and W7s on 15, we knew there
was a deeper layer of JAs calling in vain.
I will give kudos to the North American operators. When we
asked for them to standby, it was extremely refreshing to see
the ops acknowledge our request. Having the guys actually
standby was a tremendous help in putting some of the weaker,
long-haul DX in the log.
As for the low bands, we tried to work both Europe and North
America as fairly as we could. Since the window of opportunity is much smaller in EU, we tried to maximize that opportunity. Of course, many EU and NA DXers made it into the log
on the low bands.

Looking Back, Wrapping Up, Heading Home
Over the course of the PJ4D DXpedition, we had a great time.
The Yaesu rigs played extremely well and overall we did not
have any major equipment issues.
The pile-ups? They were truly something to be heard and continued in earnest for the full two weeks. The camaraderie and
friendships, both old and new, were simply incredible. In fact,
all of us were quite sad to see things wind down toward the end.
Because our flight was leaving very early on Saturday morning, we decided to cease operations around 0400Z on October
21. This gave us the entire day Friday to get everything taken
down, packed, stored and ready for shipping.
Starting teardown early Friday morning proved to be a wise
decision. Our rental truck had to be returned by 5 p.m. local time
Friday and we didn’t have a minute to spare. There had been
some talk of operating until about noon Friday, but if we had
done so we certainly would have been late in the rental return.

PJ4D Vital Stats
In the end the PJ4D DXpedition put nearly 34,000 QSOs in
the log over the course of 12 days. Our maximum on-air station count was three, but more often than not two was the norm.
While it was our intention to have a total of four on the air
nearly around the clock, some sacrifices were made. However
all said and done, we made the best of the situation and are happy
with the outcome.
I hope you were able to work us and I hope it was as much
fun for you as it was for us. If you did work us and you would
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Two locals on PJ4 are Peter de Graaf, PJ4NX, left, and Hans
van Hese, PJ4LS. Both were instrumental in planning and
logistics. “We owe a great deal of gratitude to both of these
gentlemen,” NØVD said.
like a QSL card, please send your request to our QSL manager, W3HNK. If you were not able to get through the piles or
weren’t able to work us for whatever reason, have no fear. I
will be returning to PJ4 during the first week of March – perhaps we’ll have a QSO then.
That’s it for this month’s column. I look forward to hearing
your comments, complaints or whatever is on your mind. If you
have a story or opinion you would like to share, please send it
to me at n0vd@dxcentral.com. I’ll do my best to include it in
and upcoming column. Look for me on Facebook or Twitter,
as well, and until next time, see you in pileups!
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